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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In this research, the effects of changing the site of Takab city's hospital from a place near the central
intersection of the city to a place on the outskirts of the city, on the lived level of the citizens' lives
(especially in terms of the access status of the citizens), have been investigated; during these investigations,
the negative effects of urban planning without attention to the wishes of the citizens is revealed. The flow
of space production is a driving force from top to bottom and one-way, and the consequences are considered
unimportant. This is the truth regarding panoptic planning; the power that the planner (or the planning
institution) exerts in his decisions on the city's body is to cover up or optimistically divert the possibilities
of citizens' life power. In this case, the planner defines the possibilities and new living conditions for those
who do not understand them. On the other hand, planning can create the formal-informal binary by
assigning or withholding value. In this way, planning with a value of zero and one denigrates a part of the
urban society. As a result, like the Lacanian model of the subject, that is, "subjectivity as a loss," during
which our word becomes another's word, the informal part through the lack of its value and by accepting
the value of the formal part, fails from maintaining its realities and true hopes in the process of Urban
planning. Efforts have recently been made to connect the formal and informal parts of the city to recognize
the value of the informal sector's capabilities and demands in urban planning. In this article, we will first
focus on changing the site of Takab city's hospital with the premise that this site change will increase the
access distance of a large number of citizens to medical and emergency services, which access to them is
vital in many cases, including diseases such as stroke, and on the other hand, after the spread of Covid-19
and consequences for health and the essential need for medical services that this access is also
psychologically important are analyzed from the trialectic point of view of Lefebvre's space production in
order to describe the spatial process of this change. In fact, the purpose of this research is to examine the
process of changing the site of Takab city's hospital from a critical point of view and to represent its
consequences in the lived space of the citizens. Using Habermas' theory of communicative action, this paper
discusses the urban planning issues in Iran and focuses on the specific problem of relocating a hospital.

2. Materials and Methods

The research method is descriptive-analytical with a practical approach. Research data has been gathered
in two categories; first, based on the data of the statistical blocks of the year 2016 of Takab by Iran Statistics
Center and the shape file related to the blocks, and second, the road network data of Takab city was
extracted from the OSM database. Network analysis (NA) was exerted in the ArcMap software environment
to evaluate the accessibility of the population under the blocks to the old hospital (Shohada) and the new
hospital (Mehr-E Imam Ali). For this purpose, the Takab road network was extracted from OSM and
modified. First, we identified the facility's location on the network. Next, using the Build Service Area and
coverage model, we determined that the access range should be limited to 1500 meters from nearby
hospitals, ensuring that the service center covers maximum areas. Then, by checking the overlapping of the
generated polygons with urban statistical blocks for each hospital, the population statistics, the number of
blocks, and the number of households covered by the access of 1500 meters were obtained.

3. Results and Discussion

The analysis of the 1500-meter access radius to Shohada Hospital showed that most of the central and
historical blocks of the city, including the central intersection, are within the coverage of 1500 meters. Only
the extended strip-shaped parts of the city body in the northwest and southeast directions are far from the
standard access to the hospital. Also, the neighborhood of Sharifabad, which has been expanded as a sector,
is further away from Shohada Hospital. Overlapping the access polygon of 1500 meters by the urban road
network with the map of the statistical blocks of the city shows that about 50% of the urban statistical
blocks are within standard distance access to the hospital, which includes about 23% of the city's total
population. The overlap of the polygon generated from the network analysis process with the statistical
block map of Takab city indicates that only 21% of the blocks at a distance of 1500 meters have access to
the new hospital through the urban road network. This area includes a population equivalent to 9% of the
city's total population, or about a third of the population that Shohada Hospital covers. This increasing
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distance in accessibility to the hospital is one of the neglected results and consequences of the decision to
change the site of Takab city’s hospital.

4. Conclusions

The results of the statistical analysis show that in deciding to change the site of Takab hospital, the lived
matter in the dimension of representational space has been the neglected and forgotten dimension of this
decision in such a way that the spatial practice of changing the site has negatively affected citizens' access
to hospital facilities. It has increased the distance between the hospital and the citizen. The results of this
research can also confirm the importance of communicative planning, which allows the citizen and the
planner to be heard mutually. Urban planning can prioritize the lived spaces of citizens, placing them in a
suitable and proactive role in the production of urban space. This approach ensures that the needs and
desires of citizens are the fundamental principles in urban planning.
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