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Article Information Abstract
Aim: Urban identity can change over time. Cities and urban spaces have
Research Paper had their own identity, but what exists today is nothing more than buildings
and streets. Arg Street has been one of the important streets in the physical
Vol: 14 development of Mashhad in the modern era. The variety of cultural and
No: 53 recreational land uses (in the past) caused the formation of a new identity

in this street, which has changed with time-lapse and the city's rapid
P: 85-102 growth. By identifying the components of past and present identification,
this article focused on the effect of land use change on the amount of
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] identification in this street.
Revised: 2023-05-18 Material & Method: The research method is descriptive-analytical.
Accepted: 2023-06-16 Information was cc_)llected through fl_eld _stqdy and observation,
_p supplemented with library sources. By identifying local experts, 100
Published: 2023-10-15 questionnaires were completed on the past and present characteristics of

Arg Street of Mashhad, and the data were analyzed with SPSS software.
Finding: The chi-square test results showed that the land use change did
not contribute to the level of identification. The results of the Wilcoxon
test also showed that religious and cultural land use has been more
Keywords: important in the past, and the importance of green space land use has also
remained constant. Also, the findings indicate that with the change in land

¢ Urban Identity uses, the identity of Arg Street and the sense of attachment of the residents
e Land use change have also changed. Finally, the identity land uses the MACBETH method,
* ARG Street (Mashhad) and the m-Macbeth software has been ranked and evaluated.

e Macbeth method Conclusion: Land use change can significantly affect the identity

dimensions of the place and the urban space and cause its status to be
promoted or degraded.
Innovation: The findings of this study can inform city managers about

. . . | h heir eff identity.
e AR T and use changes and their effects on urban identity
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

It is obvious that the identity of the city changes over time, but in this passage, higher dimensions should
be displayed. Urban identities are the product of the interaction between form and activity, which is created
over time as a result of the influence of a set of environmental and human factors. Cities are more than
collections of shops. These centers provide cultural, entertainment, leisure, tourism, civil life and exchange
of views, ideas and opinions of the society. Urban centers need a positive identity system to create an
attractive and pleasant place for people's social interaction. It is possible to draw a precise and direct
connection between the identity, the place and the activity governing that place. This issue is especially
important for areas with history. These ranges convey a style of impact and a sense of meaning according
to the type of activity that has flowed and continued in it. This is while the change in activity methods, over
time, can bring a different image of this effect and sense of meaning. Part of this issue is related to changes
in urban uses. Arg Street in Mashhad was one of the main axes in the physical development of this city in
the early 14th century. The variety of cultural and recreational uses had led to the formation of a unique
identity of this street, which has changed with the passage of time and the rapid growth of the city. This
article, by identifying the identity-giving components of past and present artefacts, is looking for the effect
of the change of urban uses on the level of identity-giving in this street to show what is the relationship
between the change of land use and giving it identity in the citadel axis? And how has the urban identity of
Arg Street changed over time?

2. Materials and Methods
Obviously, the city's identity changes over time, but in this passage, higher dimensions should be displayed.
Urban identities are the product of the interaction between form and activity, created over time due to the
influence of environmental and human factors. Cities are more than collections of shops. These centers
provide cultural, entertainment, leisure, tourism, civil life, and the exchange of views, ideas, and opinions
of the society. Urban centers need a positive identity system to create an attractive and pleasant place for
people's social interaction. It is possible to draw a precise and direct connection between the identity, the
place, and the activity governing that place. This issue is significant for areas with history. These ranges
convey a style of impact and a sense of meaning according to the type of activity that has flowed and
continued. This is while the change in activity methods, over time, can bring a different image of this effect
and sense of meaning. Part of this issue is related to changes in urban uses. Arg Street in Mashhad was one
of the main axes in the physical development of this city in the early 14th century. The variety of cultural
and recreational uses has led to a unique identity for this street, which has changed with the passage of time
and the city's rapid growth. This article, identifying the identity-giving components of past and present
artifacts, is looking for the effect of the change of urban uses on the level of identity-giving in this street to
show:

- What is the relationship between the change of land use and giving it identity in the citadel axis?

- How has the urban identity of Arg Street changed over time?

3. Results and Discussion

The results show that in the past and now, important uses have been established around the axis of the
citadel. Additional results indicated that the core of the identity of Arg Street was religious and cultural
uses in the past, which has tended towards administrative uses over time with the changes that have
occurred. In order to determine the position of each of the users in influencing the identity of the citadel
axis in semantic, physical, and content dimensions, relying on the opinions of the residents, the weight of
each criterion was determined and then evaluated using the MACBETH method. The Macbeth method
showed that the most weight belongs to cultural and religious uses, and the least is assigned to commercial
and administrative uses. This means that cultural uses have played the most significant role in the
dimensions of the identity of the citadel. This is while the change of the approach of this axis from cultural
to administrative and commercial in recent years has caused the status of the axis to decline from this point
of view. Additional findings indicated that with the change of uses, the identity of Arg Street has also
changed.

4. Conclusions

Identity is a changing category. "Arg" street of Mashhad, which has been built for about 90 years, became
the opposite of Mashhad's traditional centers due to the creation of different and new uses such as cinemas,
restaurants, and the residence of religious minorities, and due to the function of recreation, leisure and
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government offices. During the day, Arg Street was dedicated to office users, and after that, it was dedicated
to people's leisure time due to the presence of cinemas, which Armenians, cafes, restaurants, etc, mainly
created. According to the purpose of land use planning to preserve the historical and cultural heritage of
the city, with the change of use of cinemas to offices and commercial centers, as well as the destruction of
cinemas and the destruction of entertainment centers, the identity of this area has changed and led to the
loss of the mental image. Residents as well as tourists have been in this area. The change in land use has
weakened the residents' sense of belonging, especially religious minorities, and finally led to the closure of
their religious centers, such as churches.
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