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Aim: There have been various theories about how to form an authoritarian
government in Iran before the first Pahlavi, and one of the most important
is the patrimonialism theory. From Max Weber's point of view, in
Vol: 14 patrimonialism, a ruling person's will be considered the only means of
organizing and guiding the society. Although political power maintained
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Iran causes only totalitarian leaders to have the ability to create an alliance
between incompatible clans in Iran against hostile foreign forces.
Conclusion: These geographical factors have created an increasing
. ) . compatibility between Weber's theory of patrimonialism and the state-
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Regarding the formation of an authoritarian government in Iran before Pahlavi I, various theories have been
presented, one of which is Max Weber's theory of patrimonialism. From the "Max Weber" perspective in
patrimonialism, the king's will be considered the only means of organizing and guiding society. The
adaptability of this theory to the state evolution in Iran before Pahlavi | and before the formation of the
modern state has been welcomed by numerous thinkers. However, in the formulation of this reconciliation,
only the economic-cultural components of this theory have been cited, and less attention has been paid to
the political-spatial requirements of the Iranian plateau. Therefore, this research has attempted to explain
the types of structural-spatial components of the application of the theory of patrimonialism regarding the
model of government building in Iran before the first Pahlavi rule.

2. Materials and Methods

In this research, in the first stage, an attempt was made to define Max Weber's theory of patrimonialism
and its economic and cultural components in the literature of political sociology by using documentary and
library sources. Then, while adapting these components to the natural and human geography features of the
Iranian plateau in a descriptive-analytical way and the comparative methodology framework, the
environmental components' effectiveness is discussed in stabilizing the patrimonial government in lIran
until the first Pahlavi rise.

3. Results and Discussion

1. Nomadism and its effects on stabilizing patrimonial governance in Iran over the past three thousand
years. Nomads have always played an active role in political affairs and guard Iran's borders. Before the
emergence of the first Pahlavi rule, nomads who had military power were often at the head of dynasties that
ruled Iran, and nomadic leaders played an effective role in overthrowing and forming pre-modern
governments. In other words, Iran's low-water and ecologically independent society could not base its
existence on the ownership of one or more villages; feudal power created its foundation. This problem
causes a mobile military force such as nomads to be able to capture the surplus production of these societies.
With the emergence of a powerful kingdom and the suppression of other clans and claimants of power,
territorial unity and commercial security were established in the political geography of Iran, and cohesion's
emergence among different clans was not possible except with the political function of the patrimonial
king.

2. The hydraulic structure of Iran's territory and the stabilization of the patrimonial government system
before the first Pahlavi. The conditions related to water resource scarcity in Iran required that Iranians
make a great effort for survival and development and build tools and supplies for water transfer, digging
aqueducts, and water storage. Efforts of this kind to prepare and supply water resources are not possible
individually and must be done collectively. This issue required a comprehensive and stable institution to
organize the above matters and regulate their relations. It can arbitrate between the stakeholders when there
is a dispute.

3. Geographical foundations of settlement system development in pre-modern Iran and the construction of
the patrimonial system. The autocratic rule and dynastic empire, with the caste system influenced by the
pattern of nomadic livelihood in Iran, conflicted with the formation of independent urban classes in Europe
before the first Pahlavi. After that, the patrimonial government would appropriate local landowners' surplus
production and the urban capitalist class by taxes.

4. Ethnic pluralism and the homogenizing function of patrimonial political leadership in Iran. From a
cultural geography perspective, Iran has scattered minorities that have shown the ability to diverge when
the central government is weak. Historical experience also showed that charismatic leaders have managed
these crises better and that cultural differences have been reduced by adopting appropriate strategies.
Therefore, the people and political elites have welcomed the search for charismatic political leaders and
their praise, and only a person with a charismatic position will be able to create unity between disparate
ethnic groups.

5. Geopolitical conditions and the emergence of the charismatic authority of the patrimonial ruler in Iran.
Iran's dangerous geopolitical situation means that only totalitarian leaders can create an alliance between
disparate clans against hostile foreign forces. These geographical factors created an increasing
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compatibility between Max Weber's theory of patrimonialism and the state-building model in Iran before
Pahlavi 1.

4. Conclusions

The continuation of the nomadic socio-economic model has been one of the components arising from the
environmental requirements in Iran, which did not allow the formation of independent social classes in
cities or the integration of local markets. This was while the occurrence of constant conflicts between tribes
and clans and their constant attacks on cities and villages at the time of the existing king's weakness caused
the patrimonial king's absolute and centralized government method to be welcomed by sedentary
communities. On the other hand, the ethnic pluralism in Iran and the social life in scattered human units
make these ethnic-tribal units retain their respective customs and traditions. Among other things, they speak
different languages and often quarrel with their neighbours. Therefore, a king was needed at the head of all
these communities to prevent these local forces from attacking each other. The dangerous geopolitical
situation of Iran and the destructive invasions of other nations and countries caused the need for an
unavoidable alliance between the various nations of Iran so that this union could emerge through the
delegation of sovereignty to the king.
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