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Aim: This paper aims to investigate the economic impact of night sky
tourism in the Mesr desert, a region renowned for its starry night skies.
Materials & Methods: The questionnaire was this research's primary data
Vol: 14 collection tool. The Cronbach's alpha coefficient in the study was calculated
as 0.78, which is considered acceptable.
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No: 2 Findings: The research results indicate that night sky tourism has had a
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possible to attribute the direct influence of night sky tourism to the growth
of these economic indices.
Conclusion: Regression analysis results reveal that among the economic
Keywords: indices, employment, and income have the most significant impacts, which
also contribute to economic sustainability. The results indicate, with 99%
confidence, that night sky tourism affects all economic factors in the region,
with the highest coefficient observed in the rural employment index (r =
0.403). Additionally, beta weights demonstrate that the employment index
has the highest standardized coefficient of 0.465 in the regression model
under investigation.
Innovation: Night sky tourism is one of the important topics that,
Cite this Article: unfortunately, has not been addressed in Iran's tourism industry, and there is
limited research background available in this regard. Given the potential
Asadi, Mirmohammad & Douzandeh economic impact of tourism, this research aims to provide a foundation for
Ziabary, Fatemeh (2024). Night sky future studies to investigate the economic productivity of potential areas.
tourism and its role in the economy of
desert regions: A case study of the mesr
desert. Journal of Arid Regions
Geographic Studies 14(54): 60-73.
doi: 10.22034/jargs.2023.373909.0

Night Sky Tourism
Tourism Economy
Desert Regions
Mesr Desert

Publisher: Hakim Sabzevari University

© The Author(s)

g 10.22034/JARGS.2023.373909.0



https://www.hsu.ac.ir/
http://www.iagrp.org.ir/
https://www.hsu.ac.ir/
http://www.iagrp.org.ir/
file:///C:/Users/ASUS%20VivoBook/Desktop/jargs.hsu.ac.ir
mailto:asadi@sau.ac.ir
mailto:asadi@sau.ac.ir
mailto:fduzandeh17905@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.22034/jargs.2023.373909.0
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4933-6774
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://www.hsu.ac.ir/
http://www.iagrp.org.ir/
https://www.hsu.ac.ir/
https://www.hsu.ac.ir/
http://www.iagrp.org.ir/
https://www.hsu.ac.ir/
http://www.iagrp.org.ir/
http://www.iagrp.org.ir/
https://www.hsu.ac.ir/
http://www.iagrp.org.ir/

62 Arid Regions Geographic Studies, Vol 14, No 54, February 2024

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

A significant potential for desert tourism exists in Iran due to its extensive dry regions. The desert regions
of Iran are abundant with tourist attractions. In addition to the natural allure of the deserts, there are many
cultural, historical, and natural landmarks in most of the cities and even some rural areas located in the
desert regions. Among the different types of tourism, night sky tourism is one of the most suitable forms
for Iran's desert areas, which can be managed based on sustainable development principles. Therefore,
night sky tourism can gain a special position in the desert tourism industry and the development of the
local economy. Also, night sky tourism in the Mesr desert can lead to sustainability in regional tourism,
empowering the local community and ultimately strengthening the regional economy. This is what
constitutes the goal of the current research, and this research will address this. In the following, the
background of the research will be examined.

2. Materials and Methods

The current research is descriptive-analytical in terms of practical purpose. The required information was
collected in two ways as documents, including previous literature and theoretical foundations using the
library study method and primary data using the field survey method. First, a researcher questionnaire
was prepared in an interview with the experts on sky tourism studies and its compatibility with the
indicators used in previous studies. Then, the required data was collected from the studied community
using the field survey method and the questionnaire tool. The geographical area and level of analysis of
this research is the village of Mesr as a sample village.

3. Results and Discussion

The research results showed that Asman Shab tourism has affected the studied area's economic stability in
four indicators as job creation, income increase, quantitative and qualitative improvement of handicrafts
and local products, investment, and tourism services. The results showed a high correlation for the rural
employment index. Thus, it was found that with the expansion of night sky tourism, a significant
difference can be seen in the number of economic indicators, especially employment, and due to the
positive and direct direction of this relationship, we can acknowledge the direct influence of night sky
tourism on the growth of the mentioned economic indicators had Also, the results of the regression test
showed that among the economic indicators, the most effects are related to the employment and income
factors, which are also effective in economic stability. The results showed that, with 99% certainty, night
sky tourism affected all the region's economic factors, and it was found that among the research factors,
the highest coefficient was with the employment increase index (r = 0.403). Also, the results of beta
weights show that the employment index with a standard coefficient of 0.465 had the most significant
effect in the regression model.

4. Conclusions

Investigations showed that Asman Shab tourism has affected the economic stability of the studied region
in four indicators as job creation, income increase, quantitative and qualitative improvement of
handicrafts and local products, investment, and tourism services. The results of the research showed that
with the expansion of night sky tourism, a significant difference could be seen in the number of economic
indicators, especially employment in the studied area, and due to the positive and direct direction of this
relationship, it is possible to directly influence night sky tourism on the growth of the mentioned
economic indicators. Among the economic indicators, the most effects are related to employment and
income factors, which are also effective in economic stability. In general, the results obtained from the
analysis of the regression model of the research to explain the effects of night sky tourism on the
economic factors of the study area from the point of view of the local community show that the
prevalence of night sky tourism in the study area has been able to influence the economic factors.
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